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ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 10-13 ISO-OO HA-05 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 
SS-15 ICA-11 EUR- 12 SIL-01 /095 W 

125890 021010Z/11 

R 300830Z JUN 78 
FM AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7905 
INFO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMCONSUL DURBAN 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 

CONFIDENTIAL JOHANNESBURG 1637 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, SF 

SUBJECT: MANAS BUTHELEZI ON BLACK ATTITUDES 
REF: (A) JOHANNESBURG 1636, (B) USUN NEW YORK 02552 

1 . IN TOUR D HORIZON JUNE 29 WITH DR. MANAS BUTHELEZI, 

HE CONFIRMED TO CG THAT THERE WAS AIR OF DESPONDENCY ON 
PART SOWETO POLITICAL ACTIVISTS. BUT HE BELIEVED THAT IT 
WAS ONLY TEMPORARY AND THAT INTERVAL BEFORE RENASCENCE 
OF PROTEST WOULD BE FAR SHORTER THAN AFTER SHARPEVILLE 1960. 

BLACK ADULTS HAVE NOW IDENTIFIED INTERESTS WITH STUDENTS 
AND WOULD JOIN IN COMMON PHALANX OF OPPOSITION TO APARTHEID 
NEXT TIME. ADULTS. LIKE STUDENTS, HAVE DESPAIRED OF SAG'S 
EVER MAKING MEANINGFUL CONCESSIONS TO BLACKS IN THEIR 
ASPIRATIONS FOR POWER-SHARING. 

2. REGARDING BLACK DETAINEES, BUTHELEZI SAID HE THOUGH 

IT IMPORTANT FOR WEST TO CONTINUE DEMONSTRATE CONCERN FOR 
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THEM AND PAY VISITS TO THEM IN PRISON. AT VERY LEAST, IT 
WOULD SHOW THAT WEST REGARDED INCARCERATIONS AS ABNORMAL 
BEHAVIOR ON PART OF SAG. ADDITIONALLY, IT WOULD SERVE AS 
CAUTIONARY NOTE TO SAG AND AT SAME TIME PROVIDE SOME SOLACE 
TO DETAINEES AND BLACKS AT LARGE. 

3. BANNINGS OF BLAKCS WERE OF LITTLE MOMENT, UNLIKE BANNINGS 
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OF WHITES WHO BECAME PARIAHS AND PRISONERS IN THEIR NEIGH- 
BORHOODS. FOR A BANNING OF A BLACK TO BE AT ALL EFFECTUAL, 

HE HAD TO BE REMOVED TO SIBERIA, AS WAS THE CASE WITH WINNIE 
MANDELA. THEREFORE, SAG HAD RESORTED TO DETENTIONS OF BLACKS 
INSTEAD. BUT EVEN DETENTIONS WERE PROVING LESS EFFECTIVE. 
BLACKS WERE BUILDING INNER STRENGTHS IN PRISON AND DEVELOPING 
CAMARADERIE IN ARMS. MANY WERE SO CONDITIONED, ALMOST 
ENNOBLED, THAT THEY DID NOT FEAR TO RETURN TO PRISON. OF 
INTEREST WAS HIS VIEW THAT FIVE OF COMMITTEE OF TEN WHO 
STILL REMAINED IN DETENTION WERE MARKED AS HARD CASES BY 
SAG BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN ACTIVE, OR MORE ACTIVE, IN ORGANI- 
ZATIONS LIKE BPOC AND SASO. 

4. ON SUBJECT OF SAG'S DETENTIONS OF LEADERS OF YOUNG 
CHRISTIAN WORKERS (YCW) OF CATHOLIC CHURCH, BUTHELEZI 
SPECULATED THAT MOTIVATION OF SAG WAS RELATED TO YCW'S 
RELATIONSHIP TO CATHOLIC CHURCH, NOT ITS WORK WITH BLACK 
TRADE UNIONS. CATHOLIC CHURCH'S EFFORTS TO PUSH MULTI- 
RACIALISM IN ITS SCHOOLS REPRESENTED MAJOR THREAT TO 
SEPARATE DEVELOPMENT POLICY, AND SAG SOUGHT TO ATTACK THIS 
POWERFUL ADVERSARY INDIRECTLY. CHURCHES, WITH THEIR 
INFLUENTIAL INTERNATIONAL CONNECTIONS, POSED REAL THREAT TO 
SAGS EQUILIBRIUM. BLACK TRADE UNIONS DID NOT AND COULD 
CONCEIVABLY BE UTILIZED TO BUTTRESS SYSTEM. 

5. FOR AMBASSADOR YOUNG. BUTHELEZI EXPRESSED GRATITUDE 
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FOR YOUR RAPID RESPONSE (REF B ) AND HOPES YOU CAN COME ANOTHER 
TIME. 

JOHNSON 
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